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Where Are We?
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Lak e Windermere, Br i t i sh  
Columbia, Canada

Lake Winderm ere is located 
in  southeast  B.C., situated 
within  the headwaters region 
of  the Upper Colum bia River 
Basin .   

This "lake" is actually a very 
long widening of  the 
Colum bia River -  17.7km  long, 
to be exact !   

The headwaters region 
rem ains the last  f ree- f lowing 
(undam m ed) port ion of  the 
m ain Colum bia River 
channel.

Plan overview

The Lake Windermere Management Plan (LWMP) out lines a 
long- term  st rategy to help guide the sustainable 
m anagem ent  of  Lake Winderm ere and it s shorelines. 

The lake and shorelines areas are encom pass ed by several 
local governm ents, including the Akisqnuk First  Nat ion, 
Shuswap I ndian Band, Regional Dist r ict  of  East  Kootenay 
(RDEK), and the Dist r ict  of  I nverm ere (DOI ).  

The LWMP grew out  of  recom m endat ions in  the 2008 Lake 
Winderm ere Of f icial Com m unity Plan, and involved 
consultat ion with several key stakeholders.  I n  ear ly 2011, 
the RDEK and DOI  join t ly adopted the  LWMP.

What is the Lake Windermere Management  Plan?

Plan purpose
The LWMP helps direct  local governm ent  p lann ing, provides advice to other levels of  governm ent , 
and serves as a tool to help im plem ent  local governm ent  regulat ions and sustainable m anagem ent  
st rategies.  These st rategies include regulat ions like surface water zon ing and developm ent  perm it  
areas (DPAs).

The LWMP has also been the guide for establishing a ?Lake  Managem ent  Com m it tee? , a group of  
com m it ted cit izens designated to lead all non- regulatory lake m anagem ent  m easures included in  the 
LWMP.   These m easures include public out reach, educat ion, and giving recom m endat ions about  
DPA's and water- related referrals to local governm ent . 

The Colum bia River begins f lowing out  of  Colum bia Lake, located in  Canal Flats, B.C.   The r iver then 
f lows in  m any twists and turns for approxim ately 2,000km  throughout  southern B.C., Washington, 
and Oregon,  before eventually em ptying in to the Pacif ic Ocean.   Lake Winderm ere is situated r ight  
near the source of  this m ighty r iver.

The Columbia River, from headwaters to mouth.  Inset: Lake Windermere.
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Who is the Lake Management  Commit tee?

The southwestern shore as seen from the lake.



Not -for -prof it  Societ y

The Lake Windermere Ambassadors are a charitable, non-profit society established in 2010. 
The Ambassadors are made up of a group of committed citizens and volunteers whose 
mandate is the protection of the Lake Windermere watershed.

The vision of the Ambassadors is for an ecologically healthy Lake Windermere with balanced 
management approaches that support recreation and traditional uses, high fish and wildlife 
values, and economic prosperity in the region.

The Ambassadors grew out of the Lake Windermere Project (2005-2010), an initiative to 
monitor the ecological health of Lake Windermere and to collect baseline data about ecological 
water quality in the watershed.  Today, the Ambassadors are recognized as an innovative, 
community-led stewardship group  and have served as a model for other B.C. communities to 
develop similar watershed stewardship and monitoring programs.
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What is the Lake Windermere Management  Plan?

Who is the Lake Management  Commit tee?
The Board of Directors of the Lake Windermere Ambassadors were appointed by the 
Regional District of East Kootenay (RDEK) and District of Invermere (DOI) to act as the Lake 
Management Committee for a 5-year term from 2011-2016.  This appointment was 
recently renewed for 2016-2021. 

The positions on the Board of Directors are reserved to represent a diversity of 
stakeholders, including local business, full-time and seasonal residents, tourism, 
recreation enthusiasts, ecological conservation professionals, First Nations, and youth. 
These are volunteer commitments, and the Board welcomes applications to join the 
Directors on an ongoing basis. The current Board of Directors includes:

- Paul Christy, Chair
- Taoya Schaefer, Secretary
- Cody Hollick, Treasurer

- Wendy Booth (Adviser, RDEK)
- Al Miller (Adviser, DOI)

- Natasha Overduin 
- Carole Ruault
- Max Fanderl 
- Grace van Melle
- Shawn Ridsdale
- Katherine Watt



After six years,  the LWMP is still relevant - yet some 
recommendations from the plan have not been 
implemented.  By measuring the progress made over 
the past six years, this Report Card will help to: 

- increase public knowledge of the LWMP and 
its recommendation plans;

- inform local residents and visitors about what 
regulations and education efforts have been 
implemented so far;

- keep local governments and the Lake 
Management Committee accountable and 
continuing to work towards the sustainable 
management of Lake Windermere.
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What does this Report  Card measure?

Why M easure?

Encouraging regulatory implementation by local government  and supporting the direct,  non- regulatory 
implementation of the LWMP are the two major roles of the Lake Management Committee.

PR
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This report  card sum m arizes progress that  has been  
m ade towards im plem ent ing recom m endat ions f rom  

the Lake Windermere Management Plan (LWMP) , 
since it s adopt ion m ore than six years ago. 

This report  card  w ill: 

- com m unicate how the LWMP has been im plem ented to date 
- provide recom m endat ions for local governm ents and the Lake 

Managem ent  Com m it tee to cont inue im plem ent ing the LWMP 
m oving forward. 

The aim  of  this Report  Card is to engage the public to learn about  the 
ongoing im plem entat ion of  the LWMP.   I t  is also in tended to seek 
public feedback and input  in to future m anagem ent  and plann ing for 
Lake Winderm ere. 

Af t er read ing t h i s report  card , p lease f i l l  
out  t he survey at  t he end .   This will share 
your feedback with the  Lake Managem ent  
Com m it tee and local decision-m akers.

Ensuring a sustainable future for the lake and community

The Big Picture

Good water management is coordinated between all levels of government and community



What does this Report  Card measure?
"Water governance" refers to how 
decisions are m ade about  water and 
watershed resources, and who is 
accountable for the outcom es. 

Water governance is inherent ly 
com plex, because decisions that  
im pact  water are m ade across m any 
agencies, at  all levels of  governm ent , 
and by individual water users, w ith 
li t t le coordinat ion between them  all. 

The Big Picture

Tip!  You can view the full version of the LWMP online at:  http://www.rdek.bc.ca/departments/planning/plans/lwmp

Developm ent  and im plem entat ion of  policies,  legislat ion,  and partnerships related to 
water resource m anagem ent  and regulat ion are all governance st rategies which help def ine 
and clar if y the individual roles of  governm ent , com m unity, and indust ry or pr ivate 
stakeholders in  the act  of  water m anagem ent  and stewardship.  

Good water management is coordinated between all levels of government and community
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Com m unit y-dr iven act ion

The Lake Winderm ere Am bassadors 
(LWA) are working to im prove 
coordinat ion between var ious levels of  
governm ent  and the local com m unity, to 
help im prove water governance pract ices 
within  the Lake Winderm ere watershed.
This Report  Card is one such exam ple.

Knowing how and who to engage, on 
what  issues, at  what  t im e, and through 
what  channels rem ains a challenge, and 
requires resources and support  f rom  all 
stakeholders involved. 

The LWA are com m it ted to providing 
leadership and support ing lake 
m anagem ent  within  our watershed. This 
Report  Card is an im portant  docum ent  to 
help im prove accountabili t y, highlight  
posit ive steps taken, ident if y where m ore 
ef fort  is st i ll needed, and what  pr ior i t ies 
rem ain cr i t ical for  im proving lake 
m anagem ent  in  the long- term . 

Key Successes of  t he LWMP t o dat e:

- Implementation of lake surface zoning
- Designation of Development Permit 

Areas (DPAs) 
- Recognition of sensitive shoreline habitat 

areas
- Increased community engagement in 

local water management issues 
via public education and stewardship 
outreach programs

- Local support for ecological and 
recreational  lake water quality 
monitoring

Areas t hat  need im provem ent :

- Improved public shoreline access 
along the east side of the lake

- Sustainable management of 
in-water structures and enforcement 
of mooring buoy regulations

- Communication about responsible 
boating and slow/no-wake zones

http://www.rdek.bc.ca/departments/planning/plans/lwmp/


REPORT CARD LEGEND  

Novem ber  2017

Im plem ent ed
Som ewhat  

Im plem ent ed

Not

Im plem ent ed
Recommendation rating:

A majority of the recommendations have been implemented, 

and the rest are somewhat implemented. 

A - Good

2 or more
1 or more

0

Some of the recommendations have been implemented 

(perhaps a majority) but some are not yet implemented

B - Satisfactory

1 or more
1 or more 1 or more

Few of the recommendations have been 

implemented, and several are not 

implemented

C - Needs Improvement

0 1 or more

Overall grade:

2 or more

The Lake Windermere Management Plan has six key recommendation areas:

Each recommendation area has been assigned a grade within this Report Card. The 
grade corresponds to how much progress has been made on implementation of this 
recommendation area to date, by either local government or the Lake Windermere 
Ambassadors. It follows the grading scheme outlined below.

1. Lake Boat ing and Use
2. Wat er  St ruct ures and Public Access
3. Foreshore Managem ent

4. Wint er  Use
5. Environm ent al Qualit y
6. Upland Use and Managem ent

Grading overview

= recommendation is regulatory in nature

   (government input required)
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Lake Windermere Management Plan
Report Card 

Grading overview

   C      Lake Boat ing and Use Plan            p . 7

   B      Water St ructures &  Public Access Plan    p. 8

   B      Foreshore Managem ent  Plan                         p . 9 

   B       Winter Use Plan                  p . 11

   A      Environm ental Quali t y Plan                          p . 12

   B      Upland Use and Managem ent  Plan           p . 13

Final Recom m endat ions  p. 14
Glossary  p. 15
Survey  p. 16



1. Est ablish and adver t ise t hree Non-Mot or ized Boat ing areas on t he lake t o respect
     environm ent ally sensit ive areas and sw im m ing areas

- The three recommended areas are: Kinsmen Beach, James Chabot Beach, and the 
wetlands at the south end of the lake.

- Swimming areas at Kinsmen and James Chabot beaches are currently designated 
Non-Motorized by the presence of buoys.

2. Est ablish and adver t ise specif ic Slow-No Wake/No-Tow and Maxim um  Speed areas

- Provincial regulations set a standard speed limit of 10 km/hr within 30m (100 ft) 
of shore.

- Public education about speed areas based on local surface zoning and provincial 
regulations as well as an accessible public map, buoys, and/or lake-based signage 
indicating speed restrictions and surface zoning has not been developed.

3. Designat e and adver t ise t he rem ainder  of  t he lake as a Responsible Boat ing area

- The Boat Traffic Code of Conduct suggested by the LWMP has not been officially 
implemented or advertised. 

4. Explore var ious m et hods of  Boat ing Managem ent

- The Boat Management Guidelines suggested by the LWMP have not been officially 
implemented or advertised. 

A non-regulatory, voluntary approach to implementing safe boating 
uses on the lake, which are meant to increase safety, reduce negative 
impacts, and are designed to be advanced through public education.

Lake Boat ing and Use Plan        
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C (Needs Im provem ent )

Example of Map 11 (Lake Boating and Use Plan) from the Lake Windermere Management Plan



B (Sat isfact ory)

    Wat er  St ruct ures & Public Access Plan        

Recommendations for management, planning, and design of private 
and public structures on the water including marinas, boat launches, 
docks, and mooring buoys.  

1. Zone t he lake's sur face t o cont rol locat ion, placem ent , and num ber  of  in-wat er  
     st ruct ures and m oor ings

- In 2011 the RDEK established six zones on the surface on the lake in order to regulate 
in-water structures. The DOI also adopted water zoning around the same time.

- Applicants for in-water structures need to get a tenure from the Province, as well as 
approval from local government, for any mooring buoys or permanent structures along 
the foreshore.

- Private docks and structures remain relatively unregulated, due to lack of local resources 
for enforcement.  Mooring buoys are provincially and federally regulated, but generally 
not enforced due to lack of government staff availability.  

2. Encourage est ablishm ent  of  public? rat her  t han pr ivat e? docks and boat  launches for  
     pr ivat e developm ent s, and encourage t em porary public m oor ings for  any m ajor  new  
     foreshore developm ent s

- Any new foreshore developments  in the RDEK receive commentary from the Lake 
Management Committee (LMC). The LMC actively discourages establishment of private 
marinas, and instead it encourages establishment of public docks and boat launches. The 
decision ultimately rests with local government.

3. Pursue oppor t unit ies t o inst all m ult iple ram ps for  sm all boat s (non-m ot or ized and/or  
    not  requir ing a t railer ) dist r ibut ed around t he lake at  public access point s, w it h park ing 
    when possible

- The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MOTI) has jurisdiction over all public 
right-of-way locations outside the District of Invermere and First Nations Reserve lands. 
None of these have been developed, largely due to unsuitability of several sites for road 
access and/or parking. 

4. Cap t he num ber  of  fueling st at ions on t he lake t o m inim ize environm ent al im pact

- The number of fueling stations on the lake is currently restricted at two.
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Foreshore Managem ent  Plan

Suggested management for enhancement and development of 
structures on the foreshore, and public use of the foreshore. 
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B (Sat isfact ory)

1. Est ablish Developm ent  Perm it  Areas (DPAs) and require approval pr ior  t o const ruct ion

- In 2011, the RDEK established foreshore Development Permit Areas (DPAs) with specific 
recognition of sensitive shorelines. These designated zones are used to inform decisions 
regarding development proposals on the lake foreshore.

- A DPA permit must be obtained prior to the siting or construction of buildings or structures, 
and any alteration of lands (including removal of native vegetation). 

2. Adopt  East  Koot enay Int egrat ed Lakes Managem ent  Par t nership (EKILMP) guidelines 
    for  new  const ruct ion on t he foreshore 

- EKILMP guidelines are used to inform decisions by the Lake Management Committee when 
making comments on referral recommendations, and the Lake Windermere Ambassadors 
are active partners of this organization.

3. Encourage com m unit y and individual proper t y owners t o rest ore lakef ront  habit at

- The Lake Windermere Ambassadors are currently engaging communities around Lake 
Windermere in Year 1 of the Green Shores for Homes project; a voluntary, incentive-based 
program that encourages waterfront homeowners to restore more naturalized shorelines.

- As part of the Water Structures and Public Access Plan, if refurbishment  and relocation of 
the marina at the north end of the lake  goes forward, the old marina site must be restored 
to provide fish and wildlife habitat (included as part of the Upland Use and Management 
recommendations).

4. Disallow  ?pr ivat e? m anagem ent  of  beaches in t erm s of  access f rom  t he wat er , and 
    encourage pr ivat e developm ent s t o inform  users t hat  beach areas below  t he 
    nat ural h igh-wat er  boundary are available for  public use

- Past effort has been made on behalf of the LWA regarding public beach access messaging, 
but stronger messaging needs to be put forth in the next few years. 

- Not all residents and visitors are aware that beach areas below the high water lines are 
categorized as public land, and therefore should not be managed as if they are private 
access only from the water.



Sensit ive Habit at  Invent ory Mapping (SHIM) on Lake 
Windermere outlines different habitat value zones around 
the lake, based on a Habitat Index analysis and measured 
Key Habitat Area features done in 2007.

This approach provides a science-based assessment of 
habitat values for fish & wildlife. There are four zones with 
colour coding as follows: 

Red: very high or high existing ecological values that 
overlap with key habitat areas, identified as conservation / 
no development areas, 49% of the shoreline

Orange: key habitat areas, key habitat areas for fish 
and/or wildlife, most development proposals will trigger 
the requirement for an environmental assessment, 6% of 
the shoreline

Yellow : very high and high current ecological values, low 
risk development may proceed, high risk development will 
trigger the requirement for an environmental assessment, 
27% of the shoreline

Grey: moderate, low and very low current ecological 
values, there is already significant impact from 
development, potential for development /  redevelopment 
and restoration, 18% of the shoreline. 

Example of Map 14 (Foreshore Management Plan) 
from the Lake Windermere Management Plan
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5. Encourage com m unit y or  shared day-use docks rat her  t han pr ivat e individual docks or  
                 a pr ivat e m ar ina

- The Lake Management Committee includes commentary that supports this 
recommendation for the development referrals they receive and review.

- Decision-making ultimately rests in the hands of local and provincial governments.

6. Consider  negot iat ing a head lease w it h t he Province, for  m anagem ent  of  t he foreshore 
     including docks, m ar inas, and m oor ing buoys. 

- There is currently litt le enforcement of dock, marina and mooring buoy regulations 
because management of these structures falls between federal, provincial, and local 
governments and these governing agencies lack the resources to deliver combined 
on-the-ground enforcement.

-  A head lease for Lake Windermere would bring decision-making and enforcement down 
to the local level, but this also comes with increased legal responsibility and 
requirements for human resources to help deliver enforcement. At this time, a head 
lease appears impractical but improved messaging about best practices and discussions 
with private property owners is an alternative option.

7. Consider  boat  launch and park ing fees at  public boat  launch areas, and explore ways 
     t o m anage m oor ing buoys (including a regist rat ion syst em  and lot t ery)

- Fees for use and parking at the public boat launch at the north end of the lake have not 
been implemented by the DOI, and the site remains free for use.

- Mooring buoy registration and management has not been implemented by either local, 
provincial, or federal government bodies. The LWA are exploring ways to increase 
messaging about mooring buoy best practices among boat owners.



1. Cont inue Whit eway operat ion t o provide washroom s, doggy bags, and garbage/
     recycling, and work  w it h st akeholders t o det erm ine m ost  appropr iat e Whit eway 
     locat ion t o reduce conf l ict s w it h ot her  lake users.

- A winter Ice Hut partnership has been developed between the Toby Creek Nordic Ski 
Club and the Lake Windermere Ambassadors, to encourage stewardship and responsible 
use of the frozen lake and Whiteway. These services are provided via this partnership.

2. Est ablish a Wint er  Use Code of  Conduct  t hat  includes regulat ions for  responsible 
    m ot or ized use of  t he lake and responsible use of  f ishing hut s

- Development of a draft Code of Conduct is a priority for the Lake Windermere 
Ambassadors for the 2018 winter season.

- The Code of Conduct will be developed in consultation with major stakeholders and will 
be used to encourage responsible use of the frozen lake in winter.

3. Ident ify responsibil i t ies for  m anagem ent , enforcem ent , and em ergency services on
     t he ice

- A clear document outlining responsibilit ies for management, enforcement, and 
emergency response on the ice has not been developed; however:

- The Whiteway recreation trail is managed by the Toby Creek Nordic Ski Club 
through volunteer efforts. 

- Neither local government claims responsibility for management of the frozen lake 
in winter, although the DOI does measure ice thickness before condoning public 
access to the ice.

- The Windermere Fire Department is the designated emergency response team for 
Lake Windermere.  

- The Winter Use Code of Conduct being developed by the Lake Windermere 
Ambassadors will aim to reduce the need for enforcement, through widespread 
community adoption of best practices and responsible winter use of the frozen 
lake.
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A plan to identify designations and recommend uses 
on the frozen ice in winter.  

Wint er  Use Plan

B (Sat isfact ory)



1. Encourage public educat ion about  wat er  qualit y and invasive species, cont inue 
     ecological wat er  qualit y m onit or ing on t he lake, and encourage t he Province t o 
     cont inue t o  suppor t  wat er  qualit y m onit or ing by com m unit y groups

- The Lake Windermere Ambassadors (LWA) continue to sample for water quality and 
invasive aquatic species with the support of the RDEK and DOI, and communicate this 
information with the public through outreach, citizen science, and their website.

- The LWA have worked in conjunction with the BC Ministry of Environment for the lake 
sampling program in past years, and continue to explore further opportunities for 
collaboration and monitoring of ecological water quality and quantity in the lake.

2. Encourage st udies on environm ent al im pact s of  invasive aquat ic species and of  t he 
     weir / groyne at  t he nor t h end of  t he lake

- The Lake Windermere Ambassadors monitor for invasive plants and mussels through 
their ecological water quality monitoring program, which is in part supported by the 
RDEK and DOI. 

- The weir is regulated by the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure (MOTI), a 
provincial government agency. The most recent study into effects of presence of the 
weir in Lake Windermere was completed in 2008 by a local consulting firm.

3. Encourage re-inst at em ent  of  a wat er  level m onit or ing st at ion on Lake Winderm ere 
     and use wat er  st udy balances t o m anage t he wat er  level

- Federal streamflow monitoring (Environment Canada) occurred on Windermere creek 
until 1979, and water level monitoring occurred at Athalmer until 1984. Some motions 
have been made on behalf of the Lake Windermere Ambassadors to pursue water 
quantity monitoring on the lake, however this has not yet culminated in output of 
reliable water quantity data. 

4. Discourage t he grant ing of  addit ional wat er  l icenses for  ir r igat ion unt i l  bet t er
     inform at ion is available on how m uch wat er  is w it hdrawn com pared t o l icenses

- Granting of water licenses is provincially regulated and the right to divert and use 
surface water or groundwater is authorized by a license, granted in accordance with 
the statutory requirements of the Water Sustainability Act.  Local governments and 
the Lake Management Committee can only provide recommendations to provincial 
government agencies regarding granting of water licenses.

Environm ent al Qualit y Plan

Recommendations to protect and improve environmental 
quality.  

A (Good)
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1. Est ablish a Ripar ian Developm ent  Perm it  Area (RDPA) in t he RDEK and DOI for  new
     developm ent s w it h in 100m  of  nat ural shoreline high-wat er  boundary

- As part of the regulations surrounding the RDEK foreshore development permit areas 
(DPAs), a stipulation for sensitive shoreline areas is included:

- For red and orange designated shorelines only (see page 9), the DPA was set for 
30m into the Lake and 15 m upland from the natural boundary of the lake. 

2. Encourage t he Minist ry of  Transpor t at ion and Inf rast ruct ure (MOTI) t o rem ove 
     encroachm ent s on legal public access point s t o t he lake and post  visible on-sit e 
     ident if icat ion of  t hese sit es

- These public right-of-ways are under provincial jurisdiction, and any development work  
on these sites requires prior approval from MOTI.

3. Work  w it h all st akeholders t o ensure t hat  all subdivisions around t he lake have 
     appropr iat e sewage t reat m ent

- The RDEK engages homeowners on the east side of the lake to join into an existing 
community sewage plant (Windermere Water & Sewer) when doing a tear-down or 
renovation on an old property.  Application for a building permit initiates this process.  
If joining the existing community sewer is not an option for the property owner, the 
RDEK requires the existing septic system be approved by Interior Health as functioning 
properly, prior to issuing a building permit.

- The DOI has very few properties not on a community sewer, and those which are 
permitted septic systems have specific classifications. All areas with applications for 
septic systems are required to be approved by Interior Health and designed by a 
Certified Waste Water Practitioner.

Upland Use & Managem ent  Plan

The Upland Use plan involves amending RDEK and DOI Official 
Community Plans, zoning, DPAs, and other bylaws or 
management activities in upland areas that may affect the lake. 
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B (Sat isfact ory)

Final Recommendat ions: 



Regional Dist r ict  of  East  
Koot enay

Lake Managem ent  Com m it t ee
 (aka t he Lake Winderm ere Am bassadors Board of  Direct ors)  

Implementation of non-regulatory procedures, such as encouragement and information sharing

1) Continue to expand and disseminate public education and outreach regarding:

- lake surface zoning
- safe and responsible boating practices near sensitive areas
- public access to shorelines below the high water line, and public MOTI right-of-ways 
- BC Water Sustainability Act and local water  regulations, including the LWMP
- responsible installation and maintenance of mooring buoys
- prevention of invasive species establishment
- emergency response on the frozen lake
- general water quality stewardship messaging

2) Help develop signage for public boat launch areas that highlights lake features, dangerous areas, 
speed restrictions and surface zoning regulations. Also work to develop an accessible public map that 
can be taken on board a boat.

3) Develop a Winter Use Code of Conduct, in consultation with key stakeholders and community 
members.

4) Encourage Ministry of Transportation and Jnfrastructure (MOTI) I to pursue opportunities to restore 
beach access at public right-of-ways on the east shore of the lake to serve as water access for 
non-motorized or small boats, and encourage adoption of Green Shores practices. 

5) Continue to provide commentary for all development referrals, including preference for public docks 
and non-private beach areas, to better increase public accessibility to the lake.

Dist r ict  of  Inverm ere

Implementation of regulatory procedures, such as permitting areas and OCP designations

Final Recommendat ions: 
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3) Consider implementing a registry system for mooring buoys installed off public beaches and explore 
means for enforcement of provincial  and federal regulations in collaboration with other governments.

4) Continue to receive and thoroughly consider input from the Lake Management Committee regarding 
relevant development proposals.

5) Continue to support the work of the Lake Windermere Ambassadors and the non-regulatory 
implementation of the LWMP. 

1) Support the installation of a map and signage 
at the public boat launch by Pete's Marina, at 
Taynton Bay, and the unofficial boat launch by 
Bayshore apartments to help support safe 
boating practices and increase local area 
knowledge among visitors. 

2)  Support initiatives to implement Green 
Shores for Homes along  Lake Windermere's 
shorelines.

1) Use the opportunity of updating the 2018 Lake 
Windermere Official Community Plan (OCP) to 
include revisions that highlight properly 
functioning septic systems and could support an 
updated SHIM study for sensitive shorelines.

2) Encourage MOTI to survey public right-of-way 
sites along the east shore of the lake, and work 
with MOTI and the LWA to pursue opportunities to 
develop or enhance appropriate access sites.



Glossary of Terms

Developm ent  Perm it  Area (DPA): A set of development regulations pertaining 
to a specific area. Any proposed building and subdivision within a DPA requires 
the issuance of a development permit under the RDEK.

Foreshore: The area of land adjacent to the water 's edge - also known as the 
shoreline.

Head lease: Application for contractual responsibility (in this case, for lake 
management) to one identifiable lessee.

Hydrom et r ic: Refers to hydrometry, or the monitoring of components of the 
hydrological cycle including rainfall, groundwater, water quality and flow quantity.

Moor ing buoy: A type of buoy to which boats can be moored offshore.  It is 
distinct from a navigational buoy, and comes with a specific set of federal 
regulations for identification and placement; the placement of a mooring buoy is 
subject to review and approval under the Navigable Waters Protection Act.

Off icial Com m unit y Plan (OCP): A comprehensive plan created by an 
incorporated municipality or regional district which dictates public policy in 
terms of key service areas such as planning, transportation, utilit ies, land use, 
recreation, housing, development, etc. The OCP describes a community's vision 
for five or more years. It guides the decisions of elected officials and local 
government staff.

Ripar ian: Relating to or situated on the banks of a river or stream.

Water Sustainability Act (WSA):  BC's new WSA establishes the broad legal 
framework for managing water in British Columbia. The WSA states legal 
requirements within which the provincial government is expected to act. For more 
information, visit: https://engage.gov.bc.ca/watersustainabilityact/regulations/

Lake Windermere Ambassadors Society
Phone: 250-341-6898    Email: info@lakeambassadors.ca

Quest ions about  this Report  Card? Contact :

https://engage.gov.bc.ca/watersustainabilityact/regulations/


Glossary of Terms We want  to hear from YOU!

I have interests, skills or assets that I think could be useful and I would be willing to contribute to help with 
implementation of the LWMP guidelines.   If you answered "Y" please specify:

Y   /    N

Yes! I would like to learn more about the Lake Windermere Ambassadors. Please sign my email 
up for your e-newsletter

Please fill out the following survey, and either:

a) Take a photo and submit to: in fo@lakeam bassadors.ca

b) Mail completed survey page to: PO Box 601 Inverm ere, BC V0A 1K0

Your voice matters and we value your feedback.  Thank you!

Which aspect of lake management matters most to you? (Circle one)

Environment  Upland Mgmt        Foreshore Mgmt        Winter Use       Boating         Public Access      In-Water structures

Retired

Do you have any other comments you wish to make about the LWMP or this Report Card?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I was familiar with the Lake Windermere Management Plan before reading this document.Y / N / Somewhat

This document helped clarify the recommendations included in the LWMP for me.Y / N / Somewhat

This document helped clarify the roles and responsibilit ies of local government and the 
Lake Windermere Ambassadors in implementing the LWMP.

Y / N / Somewhat

All responses will be kept confidential.

Quest ions about  this Report  Card? Contact :



Prepared by: 

Thea Rodgers, Megan Peloso, and Natasha Overduin

(Lake Windermere Ambassadors Society) 

Repor t  Card Il lust rat ions and Phot os by: 

Katie Watt, Yana Kehrlein, and LWA Archives

Cont act  us: 

Email: info@lakeambassadors.ca    Phone: (250)  341-6898

625 4th Street (South Annex)

PO Box 601, Invermere, BC V0A 1K0

Thank you t o our  par t ners and funders:


